DAHLGREN
HERITAGE

PRESERVING NAVAL HISTORY

History

In less than two years, the Dahigren Heritage
Foundation has built a financial and volunteer foundation
to create a museum to tell the “Dahligren story” and to
build on the Navy's legacy in King George County
through education and community outreach.

We are working closely with the Naval History and
Heritage Command in Washington, which referred to us
as a model for future, community-led Navy museums.
We also have the strong support of key commands at
Naval Support Facility Dahligren.

We have assembled an outstanding, 15-member Board
of Directors and received state support from the Virginia
Tourism Corporation, House Speaker William Howell,
Delegate Margaret Ransone, state Sen. Richard Stuart,
and national support from Rep. Rob Wittman and the
U.S. Department of the Interior.

More than a Museum

The mission of the Dahigren Heritage Foundation is
about much more than the bricks and mortar of a
museum building or the landscaped grounds of a rise
near the Potomac River. We plan to be a community
convener and an educational resource. In these roles,
we will build on the scientific, technological and cultural
legacy of the Navy's presence in King George County.

We plan to offer community forums on an array of topics,
from moral questions of war and peace to STEM
education for youngsters. We also have launched an
initiative to work with other likeminded groups in the
county, including the King George Historical Society and
the Ralph Bunche Alumni Association.

FACT SHEET

- Qur Mission

The Dahlgren Heritage Foundation

. preserves and promotes the history,
traditions, heritage, and culture of the
- U.S. Navy at Dahlgren, Virginia and

' the surrounding community.

Fundraising

So far we have raised over $140,000 in donations,
grants, and in-kind support. Companies like Walmart,
Lockheed Martin, URS Corporation and many others
have offered early support for the project.

We received a $10,000 grant from the Community
Foundation of the Rappahannock River Region for a
collections management system, as well as an
additional $11,000 grant from the Foundation for
developing an historic walking trail on the grounds of
the museum.

What's Next?

In the wake of this enthusiastic launch, we are looking
forward to assembling outdoor artifacts and indoor
exhibits over the next few months that will allow us to
begin a series of “soft openings” of the museum this
year.

We are excited about the possibilities for building on
the legacy of a base that was carved out of King
George County marshland in 1918, and that has
become what former Sen. John W. Warner has called
“one of the crown jewels of national defense.”

For More Information

www.dahlgrenmuseum.org

Ed Jones

President, Board of Directors
ed@dahlgrenmusem.org
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